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Dear Trail Friends,  
 
Well summer is over and with it a very frustrating construction season in the eastern sector of our province. In the 
beginning there was too much snow, then too much water and then (who would have thought it) not enough water, 
followed by restrictions due to the high fire hazard. Thankfully, trail construction is, once again, underway on the 
Border to Beaches trail.  
 
Andrea Davis, a short-term contractor, has begun a blog about the Border to Beaches trail and is doing a wonderful 
job ð check out border2beaches.wordpress.com for det ails or follow the òBlogó link on the MRTA web site. 
 
In other parts of our province the Crocus Trail Association has completed the West Goose Lake section of their trail 
and the Rossburn Subdivision Trail Association has refurbished the Proven Lake section of trail which subsided in 
the spring. The Crow Wing Trail Association is busy evaluating the trail audit report presented to them earlier this 
year and they are in the process of placing new signage.  
 
The search for a new Executive Director continues. I nterviews were conducted on October 12 and 13 and the HR 
Committee is in the process of evaluating all the candidates. We are hopeful that the position will be filled in the 
very near future. In the mean time, I am happy to òhold the fortó and assist all of you as best I can.  
 
Thanks to all for your support. Stay safe and healthy ð enjoy the many Manitoba trails!!  
 
Margaret 
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Annual General Meeting:  Rivers West & Winnipeg Trails Association  
Submitted by Julie Turenne-Maynard 

 
November 3, 2011 at the Howden Community Centre  
1078 River Road (via Turnbull Drive in St. Norbert or off Highway 75 via Marchand Road)  
Registration 5:00 pm 
Business Meeting: 5:30 pm 
Reception: 6:30 pm 
 
AMAZING TREE QUEST SUMMER 2011 
Rivers West, in partner ship with the Manitoba Forestry Association and o ther Corridor stakeholders , encouraged people of 
all ages to participate in this challenge while becom ing acquainted with interesting sites located in various communities, 
be active, and celebrate the import ant rol e that trees play in our lives.  Rivers West hopes that as we deepen our 
appreciation for the individual tre es that are important to us, we will value all the trees along the Red River Corridor and 
our province. Caring for our amazing trees, and planting new trees for future generations, makes us a stronger, healthier 
community.  
 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 
 

 

Biggest & tallest tree ð Plains 
Cottonwood  
Near Fort Dufferin on private 
property in Emerson, Manitoba  
28õ2õõ or 859.5 centimetres in 
circumference  
47.5 meter crown spread  

 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Photo Contest Winner:  
Plains Cottonwood 
Lot #69, 1st Street East, Letellier, 
Manitoba 
Submitted by: Rick Gallant  

 

    

Community Favorite 
11 Queensway Crescent, 
Winnipeg 

 

Historic Tree: distinctive 
landmark recognized by local 
residents: 

A cottonwood tree along the 
ñTowering Cottonwood Trailò 
Located by Red River Blvd and 
McBeth Street ï Winnipeg 
Circumference 663 centimetres, 
211.15 in diameter, crown spread 
of 26 meters 
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Most notable tree ð Bur Oak (Pictured below)  
Corner of Hwy 59 & Beach Road, St. Malo, 
Manitoba. 
Submitt ed by Louis Gosselin and author of poem. 
                               

 
 

 

 

The Tree of My Life!  
 

There it stands, all squiggly  
On top of the cliff  
Near St. Malo grotto grounds.  
The tree speaks to me.  
Nathana±l, as Iõve named it, is a great gift. 
I go visit it.  
I sit and lean against its roughness, its toughness.  
Born of nothing much.  
Meant to grow straight towards the heavens.  
Nathanaël knows its past.  
Such as a person would, 
it speaks of dreams, hopes, and meaning.  
A reason for BEING. 
Crushed, broken, rejected,  
It has become just a squiggly old tree, but FREE!  
It tells of much needed courage, will to live  
Against all odds!  
My tree still just IS!!!  
 

 

Widest crown �± Plains Cottonwood 

Bank of the Roseau River on private property off of PR 218 
RM of Franklin, Manitoba 
Crown spread 53.25 meters 
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